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AN ACT

Codification
District of Columbia Code
(1991 Supplement)

D,C, ACT 8-322

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DEC, 27, 1990

To amend the Education Licensure Commission Act of 1976.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
That this act may be cited as the "Education Licensure
Commission Amendments Act of 1990".

Sec. 2. The Education Licensure Commission Act of
1976, effective April 6, 1977 (D.C. Law 1-104; D.C. Code,
sec. 31-1601 et seq.), is amended as follows:

(a) Section 201(g) (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1602(7)) is Section

amended to read as follows: 31-1602

"(g) "Education", "educational service", or like term
means a class, course, or program of instruction or study at
the postsecondary level in whatever form, manner, or medium
provided, whether by personal attendance or
correspondence."

(b) Section 201(m) (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1602(13)) is    Section
amended to read as follows: 31-1602

"(m) "Proprietary school" means any privately-owned
educational institution operated for a profit."

(c) Section 6 (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1606) is amended as Section
follows:                                                                    31-1606

(I) Subsection (b)(1)(B) (D.C. Code, sec.
31-1606(a)(1)(B)) is amended to read as follows:

"(B) Once a provisional license has been
awarded, the Commission shall award a permanent license,
subject to periodic review in accordance with subsection (c)
of this section, if the Commission determines that an
accredited educational institution is in full compliance
with the provisions of this title."

(2) Subsection (c) (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1606(b))
is amended as follows:

(A) Paragraph (I) is amended to read as
follows:

"(I) The Commission may undertake the following:



"(A) An independent evaluation of an
educational institution’s facilities and programs that are
located in the District for purposes of initial licensure of
an educational institution;

"(B) A periodic review of any
non-accredited degree-granting licensee;

"(C) A periodic review of any non-degree
granting educational institution; and

"(D) A periodic review of any branch or
extension of an accredited degree-granting licensee that is
located outside of the District."

(B) Paragraph (2) is amended by adding the
phrase "a branch or extension" after the word "operate".

(C) Paragraph (3) is amended by striking the
phrase "within the District" wherever it appears after the
word "programs"

(D) A new paragraph (4) is added to read as
follows:

"(4) The Commission may make an on-site
investigation as authorized by this subsection to conduct
any evaluation authorized by this subsection and to
investigate a complaint or other appearance of failure by a
licensee to comply with the requirements of this act."

(3) Subsection (e) (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1606(d))
is amended by striking the phrase "degree-granting" in the
ist sentence.

(d) Section 7(c)(I) (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1607(3)(A)) is
amended by inserting the phrase "and has no other repository
for its records" in the Ist sentence after the word
"operation".

(e) Section I0 (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1610) is amended as
follows:

(I) Subsection (a)(4) is amended to read as
follows:

"(4) Education offered by an eleemosynary or
non-profit institution, organization, or agency, if no fee
is charged for the education and no credit toward a degree
or any degree, diploma, or certificate is awarded;"

(2) Subsection (b)(2) is amended to read as
follows:

"(2) It is accredited by a regional accrediting
association recognized by the United States Department of
Education; and".

(3) Subsection (c) is amended as follows:
(A) By striking the phrase "an accrediting

association" and inserting the phrase "a regional
accrediting association" in its place;

(B) By striking the phrase "the accrediting
association" and inserting the phrase "the regional
accrediting association" in its place; and
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(C) By adding the phrase "by the regional
accrediting association" after the word "status".

(4) A new subsection (h) is added to read as
follows:

"(h) Any self study undertaken by an educational
institution as part of the accreditation process, any site
evaluation by an accrediting association, or any other
report submitted by the educational institution to the
accrediting association or by the accrediting association to
the educational institution that contains an evaluation
judgment about the institution that is not prepared for
publication shall, when submitted to the Commission in
accordance with this act, be exempt from public disclosure
under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act of
1976, effective March 29, 1977 (D.C. Law 1-96, D.C. Code,
sec. 1521, et seq.), and the Commission shall not disclose
the report or take official licensure action solely on the
basis of the contents of the report. The Commission shall
disclose whether or not an educational institution has
received the award, reaffirmation, amendment, or revocation
of accreditation from an accrediting association."

(f) Section II (D.C. Code, sec. 31-1611) is amended by
adding a new sentence at the end to read as follows:

"The rules may allow the Commission to waive the surety
requirement for a financially sound, non-profit institution
that has been licensed for 5 consecutive years.

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect after a 30-day
period of Congressional review following approval by the
Mayor (or in the event of veto by the Mayor, action by the
Council of the District of Columbia to override the veto) as
provided in section 602(c)(i) of the District of Columbia
Self-Government and Governmental Reorganization Act,
approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Code, sec.
1-233(c)(I)), and publication in either the District of
Columbia Register, the District of Columbia
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Statutes-at-Larqe, or the District of Columbia Municipal
Regulations.

Council of the District of Columbia

APPROVED: December 27, 1990
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