
COU~ CI l OF THE DIS TR I CT OF COLUMBIA 

Ii OTICE 

O. C. L A ~ 7- 4 3 

' Prlson O~er c r O '~ di n9 E~@ r gency Po ... e rs Ac t 
of 1987- . 

Pu rs ua nt to Sect io n 41 2 of t he Dis tri c t o f Col um bia Sel f -

G o~e r nment and Go ~ e r nm!n ta l Reo r ganization Ac t, P . L. 93 - 1911 , 

'th e Act " , the Coun cil of t he Dis tr ict of Colullbid a dop t ed [lill 

No . 7- 177 on f i rst and se cond rea dings , Jun e 30 , 19117 , . nd July 

14, 1987 , r e~pecti ye ly . 

July 17 , 1987, th is legislation _as .s slgned Ac t 1_56, publ is hed 

i n the AU9ust 14, 1987 , edfti3n of the ~ !!.ihte r, ( Vol. 34 

paqe 52B7) and transmitted to Cong res s on J uly 21, 19B7 f or a 

50 _d .y reyie .... in ac cordan ce ... i n Se ct i on 60Z(c)(2) of the Act. 

The Council of th e Dist r ict o f Colu~bla here by g i ve s notite 

t hat the 6 0_d ay CongreHi o n,l Revie .... Pe r iOd has ex p ir ed , ~nd 

th e r e f o r e . ti t es t his enHtment ~5 D. C. La .... 7- 4 3 , effective 

Koye..:ber 1' , 1987 . 

of the Counci I 

Dat es Co u n t ~d Cu r i ~g th@ 50 _day Co ngreSSi onal R@ y ie .... Per i Od: 

Ju l y 21,2 2 .2 J , 24 , 27 , 28 , 29, 30 . 3 1 

Augus t 3 ,4,S , 6.1 

Se ptemb@r 9, 10 ,1 1 .14 ,I S , 16, 17 ,1 8 , 21 . 22 , 23 . 24 , 2S . 28 , 29 , 30 

Oc t Ob er 1 , 2 ,5 . 5.7,8.9,13 . 14 , IS . 16 ,1 9 , 20 , 21, 22 . 23.26 , 27 , 28 , 
29 . 30 

Ifoyellbe r 2 . 3 ,4. 5 , 6 .9,1 0 , 12 ,1 3 

.I 



D.c'lAW 7 -4 S 

"~£:T~" NQI/ 14 1987 

AN ACT 

D.CACT 7-56 

IN THE CQU XC IL C~' Tn t: 0ls'rRICT OF COLlJ"1SIlI. 

r.IA. 1 1 1987 

auth;:,ri ze the .'!a yo r of the Dis t rict o f Cc Lumbi4 t o 
decl~re a pri sc~ o~e rcr~d l n9 sta~ e of emer~ e ncy unae r 
certain Ci rc ums tan ce s ; t o d ef i n e t.h e po""e rs o f t he 
1-la ver o f tn .. Dl s t rl Ct o~ COlurrbia d"J r i r.g t:')e s t ilte of 
e",e r qency; and to p r ovlde t" e med i e s fo r a prisor. 
o verc rOwd i ng sta t e o f eme rge ncy . 

BE IT ENACTED BY TEl:: c ot:N eIL OF TUE DI STRICT or' COLU~la I A , 
'Fntll t hu, act l'..!Iy be cl:ed ~5 the "Pr ison Cve ~ crO'<od l n9 
t::nerse ncy po~ers ACt of 1987~ . 

5 .. 0 . 2. Detl u it iOl1s . 
Fo r the purpol5e s o f tilis act , t he tenn : 

( 1 ) "Depa rt:r,ent " IT.ean S the De p a rt.1"en t o f 
Correct tOll" establ'$h .. d by sect i on 1 of Ar:. Act TC create a 
De pa r tJren t of Correc t icr.s il\ tll(' 01 st l." ic t of Colu:r.bHI., 
il. !'prov e d J un e 27, 1 >1 46 (6 0 Stil t.. 320 ; D.C. Code, sec. 
2 4 -40) . 

Coillmbi ll . 

(2) "Dis':.dct" t::eoll:1S t he Di str ict o f COl<';<:l tlill . 
( 3 ) "Ma r o r" mea n s the l':d yor o f t he Di &tr i <: t o f 

( 4 ) "Prison" ",e""15 a CO I.".- e ct 10na\ h ci ll t y 
ope r !l t e d b y t h e Depll runen t lind in clu de s fa c l li ti es 
c otlt !"acteo by th~ Depal."tlT'er;1: . 

(5) "Pr ieon sy s,. .. m" c:;ear. s the ?rl sor:;s of the 
District.. 

( 6 ) " Rated de s ig r, capa ci ty" Ire,ws t h e ac t ual 
a v a i l a ble bedepa ce c e l."t i l l ed by the De pa rtmen t 1 n t he p rison 
system sub ~ e ct t o applicab l e f ed e r a l 1I:1c! Di s t ri ct l,,~. " n el 
ru le~ _ 

Se c . 3 . Dec\ al.""tiur. a t s tat e o f em ersoncy; I." edu c tion 
o f mln i m"'T. " nd :na ~ lmurn lIe" t enc es. 

( ... ) Th e De pllr t 'ne n t s~.al l r cqu e" ,. t"e "'.ayor 1:0 declare 
a State o f ~me rgency in the p risons ~hcn ever the pop u l a ti on 
o f t n" pr ison syste:n e~ce e"s tne r ll teu d es i o;,n c apac l ty for 

1 

c.:.d! f i c~tlon , 

s,," n apter 9 
"f title 24 
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30 consecutive cla)'s . In making the request, the Depa rtment 
,hall certify the ra t ed cesig" ea.,lIc1ty ilud current 
popula t ion cf the p ri son s ystem and t ha t all a d:n i n i SU 'ative 
<lctions conslste;lt .. itt, o'lpplico'lble Dlstr i ct hl-s lIr.d r ul es 
have been exh<lu,t.ed Hl an att empt t o red ... ce t.he pri,on 
POPU l l1tlC" tv t ne r lltec des l')n cllpaclty . 

(b) Except /IS p r ovided in subsect ion s (d), Ce) . and 
(f) of tnis secdon . un l ess t.he ths ~14yor finds \o l t nin 15 
days of the Departme~t 's r equest that the Depilrtment ac ted 
i n er rcr . th (l ~!/lyor s h a ll der: lare Ii. a t at e of err.ergoney ir. 
the pr isot'. syst em \o'1thin that IS - day p€riod , shall reol.lc€ by 
;JO dill'S t"e :nlni:r.um sentence s of "11 L prisoners ,, 'no hllve 
estab lished mi :'1im:.un pei son terms, and shall r educe b y 90 
lays cr lO~, .. h l chever i5 less, t.he na xim<.:m sentences c f all 
eligible prl1l0ner ll. 

(e) If t.he <lct.ions ta:~e :'1 pu r llua,:t to SUb$ect l 0n (bJ o ! 
t hlS sect ion ~o not. reduce t.he populat l on o f the prison 
Bysten to 95% of th., rated cesign clopl'lcity with i n 90 dl'lYs o f 
tho ailt e of the dec l 4rat lon of the state of emergency in the 
p rl son 5yst>'m, tho! ''lsyor s hal l IIgalr. r educe by 90 days the 
mini.:nu," sentences of all peisoners who h4ve e s ta b l lshed 
m~nlmum pri "on teriT'S ar.d s hloll reduce b y 90 d llYs or l Ot, 
.. h~Chever is less . t.he m4 xiJlmm sentence o f all el i g i b le 
prlsonees . 

Cd) 1:0 pr i50,,~r snail r ee..,lve nor .. t han 2 reduc tions 
1" ~aXl:n1Xl se ntem;e under a single deelar atlon o f a state o ! 
energ e m:y in tue pr lson s ys ten . 

(e) Tn.., ;';"yor .hall no t recl",e ... tne mir.i"..uJ"l sentenC (l o f 
a"y pe escn "'hcstl' remai.ning minimu'~ sentence i:s greate r than 
l BG days . Th t: .'layor Shil ll not reducl! the rraxim·~m ssntence 
of ahy person \oholle remai ning maximum sentenc e is g r ea ter 
t n"" I flG cays . 

(f) 'The Nayor shall ho t red\Jce the sentence of any 
Frisoner .. ho ill ' 

OJ Serving a ser:t..,m:e of Life impriser:me:'1t; 
(2) Serving 1I sent.ence f or commit.ti ng a vlolent 

felony. includlng a sentence for no:!licide , rilpt', assaul t 
.. ith i n tent t o r ob . s s ex offense other t h a n r ape , 
exto rt l on , kidnapp i ng , assault wi th e d dn gerous .. eapen , or 
ar:r.ed robbery: or 

(3) Servin" a Cland atory minimum s ent ence pursuant 
to the provisions o f the Distri c t of Co l\Jmbia 
l1anda ~ory- !1inlm\Jno Sente nces Initiatlve of 19B1 . effec t i ve 
Ma r ch 9. 1983 (D . C . Law 4 - 166: D.C . Code , s ec . 2 2 - 3202 et 
!!S . ) . 

Sec. 4 . Teminat10n of state ot emergency. 
(a) I f at any time d uri ng the .ta te of emergtncy in 

t he pri "ur; .!Iystem , the populati cn of the pri~on sys t em 18 
r e d\Jc ed tc 95% of the r4te d des i gn capaci. ty , th e Oepartlnen t 

, 
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s~al1 certify that f ac t to the Mayor and request the Mayo r 
t o ter~inate t he 8 t~te o f emergency . 

( b ) (Jnles s the Mayor finds .... lthin 15 days of th e 
Oepa rt.mc nt·" request th~ t t he Depe rtment ha" actcd nl e r ror 
i. n requestl ng t he t e r n,in.at l 0n of the stat e o f e "'e rgency in 
the pri sor: "ys t e,., . ~he n'yor shat 1 decla r .. the s ~at e of 
e merg ency i n thl! pnson s ystem end ed withi n t hat i s - day 
pened . 

Sec . 5 . Ne'" hous ing or f/tcili ties; rated deS1.gn 
capaCl t y. 

(a) lifte r t he "ftec tiv e date of this ac t , al l ne'" 
housing o r fa c i liti l!s purchased . leased. constructeo. . o r 
couvertE'; by tne r,epa rt:r,e n t f o r use as a prison. e KCE'p t as 
p r ovld ed in s'.lbSeCtlon (b) of t his s e ction, shall have only 
Sll1<)l e occupancy roOll:s or c ", lls and s hall comp l y wl~ h all 
applica ble fed~ral and Di strIct laws and r ul es. 

(b) ~h.ll tlFl e occupancy or dormi t ory - style housl r.g 
or f ac ili~ i~s ~ay te used in m~nl~um sec uri~y cond l~ions 
or. ly; provHl", rl It·.at t ile ho uslr,'i' or faci liti es lI"·ee t a l l 
appl icable A:neriClln Correct ional Asso cia t i on 5tllnca rds 
rel a~ed t o multl&le oc cupancy hOUSIng . 

(e) Aft. .. r July 1, 1987, rated desi9n cllpac ~ty IInall 
not i"cluo ~ tra I lers, ",od"l"r J.:Ult.S . Or bed".,...c .. ,",ot 
deSIgned fo r p :- ison ilOUS I !lg . 

Sec . 6 . Exc<:Ft.10n . 
'The l'r OviSl0ne of thlS act shal l :lot apply · .. heneve r the 

prison popul a t lO;'l e "c~eds r ated ~ esign c<lp.acity as the 
d 1 ~ .. ct. r",sult o f l oss o f nerlspace ctue to natunll dis/lste r or 
de libe r ate deatruction of proper ty. 

Sec . 7 . Effec tiv", date . 
~hlS ~c t shall t ake ef~ect aft~ r a 6 U- day pe ri od Of 

Cong ressional re '/ iew f ol1o" lng a ppr oval by t he Mayor (or I n 
t lle e v e,, "t o f veto by t. h e ~ayor, action by til" Councl1 o f th .. 
DI StrIct of COlumbia t o override t he veto) as provided in 
s~ction 6 C2(c) (2) of the D1S"triCt o f COlumbiil 
Se lf-Government end c.over nrnent .:< l. Reorga nizll t. ion .. ct. . 
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approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat . 813; D. C. Code , sec. 
1-233(0)(2)). 

1 _ f <-- _-t L 
Chain 
Councit 

, by the Chairrr.an Pro Terr.pore 
of t b" District of Columbia 

'\~'~"'""~Y~O~~-"'~'"'~;;~l-"-----;>(" 
DisLricJ of C01u!1'_bia \ 

APPROVlll: July 17, 1187 .-J 
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