
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRI CT OF COL UMB IA 

NOTICE 

D. C. lAW 7·21 0 

"D .C. General Hospital Hospice Program 
Est~blishment Act of 1988 " . 

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self · 

Go~ern.@nt and Go~ern~@nta l Reorganizat i on Act, P. L . 93 ·1 98, 

" the Act·, the Co unci l of the Oi stri c t of Co l u~bja a do pt ed 811 1 

No. 7·147 on first and second readings November 29 , 1988 , and 

Oece .. ber 13, 1988. respective l y. Fol l ow l n9 the si91u ture of t he 

Mayor on January 6, 1989. this legisl a tion was assl9ned Act No . 

' · 281 pub l ished in the J ~nuary 20, 1989, e d ft lon of the D. C. 

Register, (V ol. 36 page 478 ) and transmitted t o Congress on 

J anuary 23 , 1989 for a 30-day r eview, i n acc ordance wit h Sect i o n 

602(c}!I) of the Act. 

TIle Co unc il of the Dis trict of Co l umbia hereby gives no tice 

th~t the 30 -day Con gre s s ion al Review Perio d has expired, and 

t heref o re, cites this ena c tme nt as D. C. Law 1 - 210, effect i ve 

MarCh 16, 1989. 

DAVI D A. CL ARKE 
Chair~an to the Counci l 

DHes Co unted During the 30-day Co ngreSSiona l Rev iew Pe riod : 

J anu ary 24,25,26 ,27, 30 , 31 

February 1,2,3,6,7,8 , 9. 21,22, 23,24,27 ,28 

M ~rc h 1,2,3,6,7,8.9,10 , 13,14,15 



D.C.LAW 7 - 2 10 

~~"" MAR t 6 1988 ~rolle~ Origlcal 

CoC.ificaticn, 

AN ACT 

~ Otapte.r 1: of title 3, 
District o f Colmt>ia C'b:::e 
0 9119 SUJ;:P. ) 

D.C. ACT 7 ·2 81 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRI CT OF CO lUMSIA 

JAN G 6 1989 

To establi s h a no spi ce program t o be admlni-.,tered by D, C. 
Ge neral Hc sp1ta l. 

BE IT ErlACTE D BY THE COUUC!L OF THE DISTRICT Of COLOMBIA. 
That thi s ac t may be cit ed as th e "D .C. Gel'\e~a l Hospit a l 
Hospice Pr ogr am Establ1sllmen t Act of 1985", 

Sec. 2. For the purposes of t his ac t, the term : 
(l) "Terminal co ndit.l o ~" means an incu rabl e 

conditio" cau s ed by inju ry . diseas e , or 1l1ne B , ... hlch, 
regardl e ss of the appl i cation of \lfe · sustaining procedu re s , 
woul d, wit hin re<l $o nabie ... edical judgr.lent, pr oduce death 
within 6 mo nths or le ss. 

Sec. 3. D.C. General Hospital Hospic e Progr am 
e s tabliS he". 

(4) There Is established a hospi ce program t o be 
~dministered by the D.C. Ge neral Hospital. The purp os e of 
t hts program sh a ll be t o: 

( 1) Provi"e care and su ppor t f o r the pll tien t s .. ho 
have a terminlll condlt iO M; 

(2) Edu cate consu me rs and pr ovider s regarding th e 
benefits of hospi c e pr ograms ; and ' 

(3) Enc ou r ag e volun t eerism t o ass i st the 
tern lna lly Ill. 

(b) The pr og ram sha ll be desig ned to en ab le t he 
patien t to li ve as fully as po ss i ble dur i ng th e final pe rio d 
of his or her life. 

(c) The pr og ra m sha l l be a"lIIi n iste rl~d by the Hospice 
Prog ra m Coord inat or ( "Coordin a to r ") , wh O shal l be appOin t ed 
by t he Exe cu tive Director of D. C. Gener a l Ho spi ta l 
( "Exe cutive Di r ecto r ") . with the con sen t of the D.C. Gen era l 
Hosp Ita l COmg;sston ("Hosp ita l Com~iss ion· ) , within 12 0 day s 
aft er th e ef fe ctive date of thi s act. Th e Coordi nat or 
pO Sition Sha ll be fUll-t ime . 
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(d ) The duties of t he Coordina t o r sh all include, but 
not be limi ted t o: 

( 1) ASSis tin g and counseling t he f~mlly of the 
pa ti ent befo re and a fte r the deat h of th e pati ent ; 

(2) Educating th e D. C. General Ho spita l 
he a 'th ~c are staff a nd the co mmu nity ab out the ho s pice 
concep t ~n d the prog ram's acti vities; 

(3) Estab li sh i ng a hosp ice vo lu nteer prog r aM 
u t iliz in g existing syste~s and com~u n lty res ources ; 

{4 } Selec tin g , with the con sen t of th e Executive 
Director and the Hosp it a l Commissio n, a location to carry 
out t he func t ions of the program; and 

(S) Esta b l ishing an Inpati e nt cOl:lponen t o f th e 
progr aQ pu r su ant t o t he Ce r tifica te of Nee d Act , eff ec tive 
Septembe r 16 , 1980 (D .C . La w 3- 99 ; D.C . Co de, sec . 32-301 ~ 
.~ . ) . 

tel There shall be a hos pi ce care tea ... t ha t sh.,l1 
car ry out t he purposes of this act a nd provide fo r the 
physical, emotional , and s pi r itual nee dS of the term inall y 
111 patient. 

tf) The program shal l ofhr the f ollowing type s of 
services: 

( 1 ) 
( 1 ) 

I J ) 
4 ) 
5 ) 

i np a tien t Management; 
Ho me car e; 
Clinic tre atme nt; 
Be re.,ve r.lent cou nsel in'] ; a nd 
Consult at ion with attend ing phys i cians. 

Sec. 4. App r opria tions . 
Th ere i s auth o r i ze d to be .,ppropr iated f unds necess ary 

to ca rry out the purposes of this act. 

Sec . 5. Rules. 
With i n 120 days of t he effective date of t h i s a c t, t he 

D.C. Genera l Hosp ita l CommisSio n shall , pursuant to section 
210 of t he D.C . Gen era l Hosp ital CommiSSio n Ac t , ef fe c tive 
May 31, 1977 {D.C . law 1-13 4; D.C . Cod e , s ec. 32-220}, I s sue 
propos ed ru le s t o Impl e men t t ne pr ovi Sions of t his a c t. The 
pr oposed r ules shall be subm i tted to the Cou nc il for a 
4S- day pe r iod of review , excluding Saturd ay s , Sundays , l ega l 
ho lidays , a nd day s of Cou ncil recess. I f tne Co uncil does 
no t ap pr ove or disapp r ove t ne pr op osed rul e s, I n wn ole or in 
pa rt , by resolu t ion within this 4S-d ay rev iew per io d, t he 
pr opos ed r ules shall be deemed allprovcd. 

Sec. 6. Th e D.C. Ge neral Hospi tal CO lnm isslon shall 
r e po rt , on an an nual ba sh begi nni ng Dec eQ be r 3 1, 1989 , t o 
t he Co uncll of t he Di strict of Col unbh reC]ard i ng t he 
deve lo pme n t of the program and t he number of pa t ie nt s 
served . 
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Sec. 7. This ~ct shall take effect ~ ft er a 30-day 
pe r iod of CO ligr essiOl'lal review fol low ing ~pprOHI by the 
Mayor (o r i n tile event of ~et o by tile ttayor, actio n by t he 
Co uncil of the Di str ict of Col u ~bi a tD override the veto ) as 
vr ovi ded in section 6DZ(c)(I) of the District of Columbi~ 
Self - Governtlent and Governlle nta l Reorganizatio n Act, 
approved Dec embe r 24, 197 3 (8 7 Stat. 813; D.C. Code, sec. 
1- 233(c)(1)). , 

Ma yor 

I .~ .. ;; 
I ,/: / I 
~ " i ,V I :... <....-

Cii'ai rllla n 
Cou nc il of t he Di str i c t of Co lu mbia 

Distr i ct f Co lumbia 
APPROVED; Janua ry 6 , 1989 
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COUNCil. OF THE DISTRICT OF CO L.lfftIBIA 
C.,,,neil Period Sevftl 

RECORD OF OFFICIAL COU NCIL VOTE 
DOCKET NO: _--", "7 -147 __ _ 

Adopted First Read ing, 11 - 29-8 ,. ____ _ 
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IlOCOf<tocl ",~e "" """' .. ~ 

... D .. ",: __ _ _ 

Approved 
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:!I ACTION & DAle ' _ _ cA,d,?pte~ Fina l Reading , 12-13c-O.".L ___ _ 

!:!I VOI CE VOTE: Approved'--_ _____ _ 
~O,<led .01. OIl "~U'OI 

Wilso n and S:nit"h'--____ _ _ 

L AClION , DAlE . 

,.; VOICE VOTE. __ _ 

Roco.-o"",,..,1e on ,",,<I' 
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