
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NOTICE 

D.C. LAW 7-162 

"District of Columbiij Procedures for Forfeiture 
of Seized Property Amendment Act of 1988". 

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-

Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198, 

"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bil l 

No. 7-361 on first and second readings, June 28, 1988 , and July 

12, 1988 , respectively. Following the signature of the Mayor 

on July 15 . 1988, this legislation was assigned Act lio. 7-217. 

published in the July 29. 1988. edition of the ~ Register, 

(Vol. 35 page 5733) and transmitted to Congress on July 25, 1968 

for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section 602(c)(1) of 

the Act. 

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice 

that the 3D-day Congressional Review Period has expired, ijnd 

therefore. cites this enactment as D.C. La w 7-162, effective 

September 29. 1988. 
I 

, , , , r / C; '" q~ A. :,:',,::\{;l :xA~-G 
C~airman of the Co unci I 

Dates Counted During the 3~-day Congressional Review Peri od: 

July 25,26.27.28,29 

August 1.2.3.4.5,8,9.10.11 

September 7,8,9,12.13.14.15.16.19,20,21.22.23.26.27.28 



D.C. LAW 7 -162 

~~~ ... SEP 2 9 1988 

Codification, 

AN ACT 

Distr i ct of Columbia Coe 
(1 9ij9 Supplement ) 

~.c.ACT 7 - 21. 7 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

u~,~,.'i;va JUL 1 5 1988 

To amend section 502 of the District of Columbia Uni f orm 
Controlled Sub~tanc.s Act of 1981 to stre&mline the 
procea. by which property ,elzed pur suan~ to t hat act 
can b e forfeited to the Distri c t. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRI CT Of COLUMBIA, 
Tha t this act may be cited .s the ~Dl$tri ct of Columbia 
Procadures f or Forfeiture of Se ized Property Amendment Act 
of 198B". 

s.c. 2 . Section S02 {d ) o f the Distr ict o f COlumbia 
Un~form Cont r olled Sub s tancas Ac t o f 1981, effective Au gust 
5, 198 1 (D.C . L <ilw 4- 29; D . C. Coda, sec. JJ - 5SZ(d)L is 
amended a. follo~s ; 

( a ) ? a r agraph (2) is a mended by s~ r iki n9 the phra s e 
~ subject only to orders and decrees o f t~e Superi or Cou rt o f 
the District of Co l umbi a" . 

(b) A new paragraph ( 3a) i s added to read as f ollows: 
( d) . 

"(3 a)(A) After a prope r s howing of p robable caU Ge 
for t he se izure is made , t he Ml yo r s hall cau s e notice of the 
sai zure o f property, o t her tha n controlled substance s, and 
~he Mayor's intention t o (orfeit and sellar o t herwise 
dispose of the property in a ctordanc e with this act to b. 
published for at l east 2 succes s ive weeks in a local 
new spaper of general circulatlon. In ad d ition , the Mayo r 
shall provide written noti~e of t he seiture together wi th 
:n!ormation on the a pplicable procedures f o r cla~ming the 
proper ty to each pa rty who is known or in the exerci s e o f 
r easonable d iligence should be known by t h e Mayor to hsve a 
t'ight Of cl a im to the seized property. Not ic e t o each p a t'ty 
shall b e by regist ered o r ce rti f ied mail, return receipt 
requested. 

"(8) Any perso n claiming the property may, 
at a ny time within 30 day. from the date of receipt of 
n ot i c e o f aei zure , fi le wi t h t he Ma yor a c l aim a t a t in9 his 
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or her interest in the property. Upon the filing of a 
claim, the claimant shall give a bond to the District 
government in the penal sum of $2,500 or lOr. of the fair 
market value of the claimed property (as appraised by the 
Chief of the Metropolitan Police Department), ·,."hichever is 
lower, but not less than $250, with sureties to be approved 
by the Mayor. The hand shall he conditioned that, in case 
of forfeiture of the claimed property, the claimant shall 
pay all the costs and expenses of the forfeiture 
proceedings. In determining the fair market value of the 
property seized, the Chief of the Metropolitan Police 
Department shall consider any verifiable and ' reasonable 
evidence of value that the claimant may present. Upon a 
proper showing of the claimant's finanCial inability to give 
the bond, the Mayor shall waive the bond in accordance with 
rules promulgated by the Mayor. 

"(C) If a claim and bond (or application for 
a waiver of bond) are not filed within 30 days of receipt of 
notice, and if either the property seized has a value of 
less than $250,000 or the property seized is a conveyance 
subject to forfeiture under the provisions of paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section, the Mayor, after determining that 
the property is forfeitable under this act, shall declare 
the property forfeited and shall dispose of the property in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph (4) of this 
subsection. If the Mayor determines that the seized 
property is not forfeitable under this act and is not 
otherwise subject to forfeiture, the Mayor shall return the 
property to its rightful owner. 

"(D) If it appears to the Mayor that any 
property seized under this paragraph is liable to perish, 
waste, or be greatly reduced in value by the keeping, or 
that the expense of keeping is disproportionate to the value 
of the property, the Mayor may proceed to advertise and sell 
the property at auct~on or otherwise dispose of the property 
under rules promulgated by the Mayor. 

"(E) If the property seized is not forfeited 
or disposed of in accordance with subparagraphs (C) and (D) 
of this paragraph, the Mayor shall request the Corporation 
Counsel to apply to the Superior Court of the District of 
Columbia for forfeiture of the property in accordance with 
the rules of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. 

"(F) Whenever any person who has an interest 
in forfeited property files with the Mayor, either before or 
after the s ale or disposition of property, a petition for 
remission or mitigation of the forfeiture, the Mayor shall 
remit or mitigate the forfeiture upon the terms and 
conditions as the Mayor deems reasonable if the Mayor finds: 
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"(i) That. the f o rfeiture was incurred 
without willful negligence or wit.hout any int.ent.ion on the 
part of the petiti oner to Violate ~he law; or 

"(ii) That mi tiqatin<;J circumstances 
justify ~~e remi s .ion or mitiqat.ion of the forfeiture. 

" (C ) I n All euit.s or actions DrOught. for 
forfeiture of any property seized under this act. when the 
property is claimed by any person, the burden of proof shall 
be on the claimant once the Mayor hal establ iahed probable 
cause ae provided in subs e c tion (a) of thi s sec tion. 

~(H J the Mayo r shall , pursuant to tit le 1 of 
the District. o f Columbia Administrativ e Procedure Act , 
approved Oc t ober 21, 1968 (82 St.at . 12 0 4; D.C. Code, sec. 
1-1501 et seq.). issue proposed rules to implement the 
provisiOns of this para<;Jraph. the proposed rules shall be 
submitted to the Council for a 4S-day period of review , 
e~clud1nq Saturda ys , Sunday. , leqal holidays, and days o f 
Cou~cil ~eces s. If the Council d oes not approv e or 
d jsapprove the proposed rules, in whole or jn part , by 
resolut i on within this 45 - day review period, the proposed 
rulea shall be deemed approved. Nothing in t.h1s secti on 
shall affect any requirementa impoaed upon the Mayor by 
t.itle 1 of t.he District of Columbia Ad~inlstrative Procedu re 
Act, approved Oc t.obe r 21 , 1968 (82 Stat. 120 4 ; D.C. Code, 
!lec. 1-1501 et •• g.) .... 

Sec. 3. Th1s act Shall take effect after a 30 .. day 
perlod o f Conqres s ional reView fo llO~ln<;J approval by the 
Mayo r (or in the event o f veto by the Mayor • • eti on by the 
Counell of t~e Dist r ict of Co lumbi ~ to override the veto) as 
provided in section 602(cl(1) of the District ot Co l umbia 
Self-Covernment and Governmental Reorqani zat ion Act, 
app roved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat . 813; D. C. Code, sec. 
1 - 23 3(e )( 1) , and publica ti on in e~ther the Di strict of 
Columbia Re<;Jister, ~~e District of Columbi a 
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Statutes - at- Larqe, or the District of Columbia Municipal 
Requlationa. 

ayor 
District 
APPROVED: 

Council of the District of Columbia 
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,~ COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Coullcil Period Seven 

RECORD OF OFFICI AL COU NCIL VOTE 
DOCKET NO: --""'0-"'"'C''--___ _ 

t, 11 0m an Ce nw nt C".OIl.' 
l6, ... CTIONa C .. T~_---.::~oPted F1rs t ~eadl ng , 6- 213-88 

"" VOICE VOT E. ~P,I1rOy","dL __ 
IlKOt<Ied \/(lit On ,",,<Jell 

Jl \ present 
,", OM"I' _ ___ _ _ 

r: ROLL CALL vorE. _ RESULT 

~T"ary to I", """ncil 

~ I,.. .. on tOtO"'" ~, 
_K _ ,\t\opted rind! ACT,O N" O,o TE: __ __ _ 

Reoldlng . l - 1Z~88 

~ VOICE VOTe Ao~ro"'"'"dL _ _ ____ • ____ _________ _____ 
Recor<le<l .",,. "" T"'l,,"' 

__ ~TC"~JIIH ... ~"':..:W:'~"~'='C' __________________________ _ 

Seem..., ." I .... C<>unc" 
l!em on eon •• "t CaI."_ 
AcnON' O ... TE: ___________ _________________ •. _______________ _ _ _ 

~ VOIC E VOTI!: _________ ______________________ _ __ _ 

Reco raeQ .., .. Cn 'eQu", 

- - - --------- - - - ---
C ROLL CAU VOT E: _ 'ltSUlf 


