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COffi\Cl!. OF ::-;:::; u!.S7RlCT OF COLUV.3Lr,. 

NOTIC:~ 

J\!lle 22 , 1978 

D. C. !.aw 2 - 81 

"Smoke Detecto ::- Act of 1978" 

Pursuant to Sec:=on 4l2 0£ ~e Dis:=ict oi Colu=nbia 

SeJ.;- Gover=e:it and Gove:-=enta.l R eorganization A.ct, ? . L. 93-196 , 

"fae Act", the Cou.:i.cil o! the Dist:rict oi Col=bi.a. .a.cic;ited 3ill No. 

2-l57, oo ! i:st =d sec:ood :eaciings Feo:-=ry 21, 1978 and Ma:c:h i, 1978, 

:respectively. Followi::ig ::ile signature oi ::he Mayor OD Aprll 17, 1978, 

:!:i:.s l e gisla:icn was assignee Act No . 2 - 178, ?1tblisbec i:. Che -'\;>r!.! 

2.8, 1978, ec:i!:ion oi th.e :>. C. Regis t er and :::a~s::nir:ed to bot!> ~ouses 

oi Co~:-ess fo:: a 30- day ::eview, U:. ac:c:o:-da:::.ce with Section 602 (c)(l ) 

of :.:ie Ac!. 

:-be Co=cil oi fr;e ;'.)ist:-! c:t of Coli:moia he::eby gives notice 

t!lat the 30-day Cong::essio-...2.l Review ?erio~ :tas expi:-ed a nd, ::he:-efore, 

cites the followi.ng legislation as D . C . Law 2-81, eiiective June 20, 1978. 

I I 
' ~ ' ,. ...: • 

/ S 7ERLING TUC:<ZR 
Chair=:?. 0: the Counc:.1 

• 

. (V::il. 24, D. C. Register, 9050, Apr il 28, 1978) 
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!~ THE COUNCIL OF iHE DISTRICT C~ COLUM81A 

Tc r equire. oy st.n.ute. ~~e insta11at>on of smoke oetectors 
in o well•ng units • hotels . motels. nospita1s. nursing 
nomes . Jail s . prisons anc res iaent i al - custooial care 
facilities in the Dis t rict of Columbia; to provioe 
re;ulations for installation of smoke oetectors . and fo r 
o"T:her purposes . 

SE I T ENACTED av THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLU~SIA. 

Tl·,,~-<:; tl"li s act may be cited as tne • SllloKe Oe'tector Act of 

OEFINi:TIONS 

Sec . z. As used in this act: 

building . area , room . or comoination of rooms occupi ed oy 

per'i ons for sleeoinc; or 1 iving . 

(OJ The ter~ • nospital • means a oui1aing or oar't 

thereof used for tne medical . osycn i atric. oostetrlca l or 

surgical care . on a t•enty- four (2 ~) nou r oasis . of 

i npat i en ts .• 

Tne term •nos pital• includes gener a l nosoitals . mental 

nospitals . tuoerculosis nospitals. cnilaren •s nospitals. and 

any sucn facilities ;:iroviaing inpat i ent care. 

• 
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(2) The te rm " owner " coes no t i ncluce a les see . 

suolessee or o t her per son • ho merely has uie right to occupy 

o r possess a prem i ses . 

( e ) ine t erm • r es ioentia l -custooia l care faci l oty • 

means a ouilaing. or part t hereof. ~sed . fo r tne looging or 

~oarj ing of persons wno are incapaole ?f self-preservat i on 

~~ cause of age or Physical or ~ntal fimi t~tion . or wno a re 

c~ta inec for correctional pur poses . 

( l ) Tne term • res ioentia l -custooial care fac ili t y " 

i nc luoes nomes for tne agec. nurseries (custodial car e for 

~n i lcren under six (o) years~ a ge) • instituti ons for the 
·- . 

1entally retarce c ( car e institutions) 3nd nalf way nouses . as 

.1e ll as s:"lelterec 1 iving facilities ano nalf.,ay nouses 

ope r ?t eo oy tne : i st r ict of Columbia De oartment of 

Corr ~cti on s and : i s tr ict of Columoia Oepartment of rluman 

~ esources. 

(2) The term " resi::lential -custodial c ar e f ;ici1 i ty" 

aces not. include cay care fac ilities tna~ do no c provi oe 

1 ~agin~ or ooarcing for ins~it~~ ional occu~ants. 

[fl Tne term Hs lee~in; area" mean s a ~edroom or room 

l ncendeo for sleeping. or a comoination o~ ~eor ooms or rooms 

in i:endeo for sleeo ing " i tn in a C: wel 1 in'!j uni .t • .-n ic;n ere 

locate~ on tne s~me fl oor and ar e not sep arated ~Y ano~ner 

haOitaoie r~om. sue~ as a 1 iv f~g roo~ . a i ninq room or 

~ 

i· . ...__. 

.~ 



-- ----· - --- .. c.,.,_. ~i=aJ. ___ ,..,.,"' - ., 
J:.-,.. o#- --

,-
•tcnen DUt not a batnroom , nall~av or close t . 

'-
~n i: ITl!l y ncive <>ore t.,an one sleec i ng area. 

7h~ ter~ "s 1 ~9p ing area•• ooes no~ inclu ce common US d;e 

~r aas in s:ruc~ures ~ i~n mo re :nan one c ~e11 in; uni~ · such 

=ecec~~ visie12 or invisible particl~s of =omous~ion . 

(h) T"te ter~ "suts::antiaily re~aoilfta::ec~ ~eans an y 

nal f [l/ZI of the assess.a valuat ion of the aroge rcy 

inclucinq ~~~ 1ano . 

'iec. 3 . The o~ner of eacn new o r •xis :: inq c well in~ 

~......__ .. ni: , .,ot ~l , ':lotel , nospi~al . nursin-:; ;io,,,e ana r~~•aen'tial -

ct.I s t. c-::i i a 1 care f 3 c i I i :: y s n a l l i n H. a 1 l smoke a e:: ec : or s as 

T"te ~a vor snal I i nsca l 1 s -.io1<e 

J~il , ~rison a no resicencial -cuscooial care facility owneo 

Dy c ne Oistrlct of Columoia. 

! ~ ) Tne owner of each ~well i ns unit . nocel , ~ocel . 

no spi cal n~rsing nome. jail . cr ison anc resioential-

cws~odia1 :are facili ty whfcn is cons ~ ruc~ec or 

su~s~an"ia ll v renabil icacea ~noer a bu iloinq ~er~i:: issuea 

•' 
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;>i'!er Seo:em!>e r 30. 1 '>7 8 . sl'la l 1 i nsta ll smol<e ::iet:ectors a s 

r e~u i red Oy tnis act . 

!~I The owner of e acn dwe lli ng un i t . notel . ~ote l . 

nospita t . nur si ng home ane r esieent ia1-cus t.odla1 car e 

f~c i l ity . ~c e ::i t as p rov i ced in suos~ ions {a ) a nd ( C l o f 

~hi s s ect i on . s l"l a ll ins : a1 1 smo ><e detectors as r ecu i red Dy 

~~ i s act wi:n i n tnree ( 3 ) years of tne e ffect i ve cate o f 

t>" js ac-: . 

(C) The "la yor sr.a ll install s moke oetectors as required 

Dy tn i s ac: in e ac n a we ll ing un i t . nos pi ta l , nurs ing nome , 

; a il, ;i r i son and res iden't i a1--.::ustodia1 car-e fac i l i ty own e d 

o, tne Oi str ic : of Col umo i a . e ~ceot a s provi::ied i n 

suos~ct1~n (a) of t ni s sect ion . with in t.-o 12) years o f the 

effec t i ve date of t~is ac~. 

LOCA TI O"IS 

Sec . 4 • ( a ) The owner of e acn dwe l li ng un i t sna11 

• nsta 11 at l eas t one ( l) smo~e aetecto r to pro :ec t eacn 

s l eeoing a rea. rn an e f fi c.iency . tne o"'ner s ;ia 11 ins tall 

the smc~e det ector- in the room used for sleeoing . In 1111 

ot:ner dwe l 1 ing un i ts• : :'le owne r sna 11 inst=i l 1 t ne smol< <a 

~etec~o r outs ide ~he ~ecrooms ~ut in ~ne i mmedi ate vic inity 

of the sleeoi n; area. 

.~ 
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Sec; . s . ( a ) .:.n o•.rier suoj ect to tni s act shall instal 1 

~ s moke ~etector wnic n is caoab l e of sensing visible or 

i ~visiol~ particles of comoustion and emitting an aucible 

Tne o wner s~al1 ins ta ll a smoke det ector ·.mien is 

of a tyoe approved by the Fire Cnief of tne Oistrict of 

1:v1umbia consistant .<it.n any approoriate fa<ler31 

re<;ulations . The o~ner shall install a smoke detector in 

ac~orjance • itn soecifications of r.ne ~anufacturer or in 

co mpliance wi~~ tne ~ational Fire Protect ion ~ssociation 

; tan::a rc s 72-£ and 74 (1974 edition) . 

(bl lo'i t:iin forty ·(4:l) days after t n"! effective ::.ate of 

~nis act a nd b•fore aooro v ing 3ny type pf s~oke detector 

oursuant to t~is section . tne Fire Chief of tne ~istrict of 

C:•'llumoia or nis aesignated age nt • sna ll nolC: a puo li c 

hearing at wnicn he shall consider • in addition to any otner 

T•':l t:ter he considers relevant. ~ny pot ent i al rao i ological 

j dnger ~resented ~Y any of tne eyoes of smoke detectors 

unoer eonside..-ation . 

INSTALLATiON 

Sec . 6 . (al Exceot as provi ded in suosections (o) a nd 

(c) of tnis section . the o " ner of eacn dwel l in; unit . hotel . 

mot e l. hospi ta l . nu rs ing nome• j ail . orison ano residential -

_ .... ____ _ 
--- ·------
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'--..ustocial care f<ici1ity sn:1ll ::lir eco;:ly wireo the smoKe 

Jetector to tn e cower suop ly of tne oui lding . 

(b) In eacn d .. elling unit • notel , motel . nos pita1 . 

nu rsi n~ nome . ; ai l , prison ano res i dentia l - custodial care 

faciiity ... nich is in e x istence on SepteMber 30. 1978 . o r 

~nich is Cjn~truc~ea uncer a ~uilcing o~r~ i~ issued o~fo re 

Oc~ooe r t . lq7~ . or whicn i s substantially renabil itated . 

tne o ... ner may instal 1 a smoke jetec'tor "'nich operates from a 

p lug- i n outl et fit-;:ec wi<;:n a plug restrainer oev i ce if the 

outle t is not control lee oy an on- off s witcn and i f the coro 

connec~in~ tne smoKe de~~ctor ~ it~ t~e ou~ le t is not 

(CJ In each o "' ell ing unit in a s tructure witn onl y one 
\.,_; 

( l J owe lling unit • hicn i s in ~xistence on SP.p'te!!Oer 30 . 

19 7a . or •nicn is constructe::l un::ier a ouiloing permi't issued 

ne f o re Octooer 1 . 1976 . or wn ich 1S suos tantially 

r e nao il itateo . t•H! owner may ins ta l l a monitored Dattery 

po wered smoke cetector . 

SEl!C. • 7 . ~n owner suoj ec t to t his act sna ll maintain 

eacn s~oke detector in a rel iaole operating condition and 

shall ma~e period ic inspections and tests to insur e that 

e3cn s~o~e det~ctor is in ~rooer ~or k 1ng c~ndi~ion . 

r 
' \.._/ 
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Sec . d o NO owner may ~ermanently ~ ir e a smoke oetector 

~o t ne e l ectrical sy stem of a s t r uctur e wi t hout f i rst 

J0taining an electrical per~it from tne Permi t Divi s i on of 

~ha ae~ar tment of Econom i c Development . 

OT~l!:R APP!. ! CA 9l<: STANOAROS 

Sec . 9 . ~ny person who installs a smo~e detector shall 

·:Jmply " itn tne r equirements of thi s code an d the National 

Fire Protec ti on ~ssociation Stanoarcs 72-E and 74 {1974 

;: ~ i t. i on) • In t he event of a conflict ~tween tnis act ano 

; '"le ~iational Fir<? Prot e ct: lon •ssociat ion Stanoaros 72- : and 

, ,, (1974 Edi t ion) • t.'1 is aC': takes prece dence. 

A~ENOMENT TO FlRE ?REVE~ T I ON CODE 

Sec . lO . {a) The t a ole of sec t ions for Part 32 of 

( naoter III of t ne Fire Preventi on Code (Ti~le 7 . O. C. R. Ro ) 

is amenced oy aoo ing at the end thereof the follo wing : 

{bl Par: 3Z of chapter !i l of the F i re Prevention Code 

c ~ the Oistric: of Columbi a (Ti t le 7 . o.c .~ .R . ) is a menoed 

~y adding :r.e following new section: 

" Sec. 32 . 10 Smoke Oetector Syst2ms . 

" The owne r of each dwellin9 unit . ho tel . ~otel . 

~ospi~al . nursing home. jail • pr ison . and r e siaential -

cus t odi3l c are faci li ty sha ll install smoke detec-::cors 

.---... 
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·..__ ,ino c:omol y wi <;; n tne reoui rement.s of tne Smoke ue t. ect.or 

~~ENOMENT TO HOUSING R:GULAT!O~S 

.$ ec . l l: • Sec tion 3210 ( F ir e Al ar ~ Syst.e~s ) of arti c l e 

32 0 of the ~ousing ~egulat i ons of t n e Oist~ict of :olu~oia 

(Tit.le SG. D. c . R. R.) is amendeo b y addi ng t.ne fo1 1o~ inq new 

•121 0 . 4 Eacn ownar or ooerat or of a nousinq 

ousines s snall i nst.al l s;no w;e detect.or s and comply • itn 

A~~NO~~Ni TC ELECT~!CAL CODE 

Se c . 12 . Sect ion b 90- S4 ( ~ut.omat ic Det e c t.o r s) o f 

r-- · cicl e 0 90 o f the 1~77 ~ lect ri c al C~de o f tne Dis tr ict of 
\..._ 

Co lumo i a (Tit. le 5 S-2 , !:l . c . R . ~ . ) is amended as follows= 

-~ 
' I 

( a) -;:,y insert in:; " o r s mo1<e " i m::ieo i ate l y a f ter "nea t." in 

t ne firs t. s e ntenc e of t.ne first. oar as raon; a no 

(~) o y a~ending tne fir st sentence of tne fourtn 

0 a ragraon t.o read a s fol l ows: 

" Heat or smoke oetect.ors may De installeo in looo s 

or circuits t o cover a designated area .". 

A~ENDHE~T TO 3UI LD ING COOE 

Sec: . 13 . Art icle LZ of tne Secono Amencment to tne l97Z 

3ullclng Coda f~r che Cist r i c c of Colu111ll1 a (Ti t le 5~-1 . 

J . C . R .~ . ) ls a mended cy del et ing sect. i ons 120 5. 0 , 1205 . 1 . 

\ '-._./ 
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L.Z Oll .Z ana l.? ·:'5 . 3 anc insert in; in 1 ieu t:iereof tne 

fC'll lo.,. in]: 

~sect i on l2,s . o--s~oke Oet ectors 

"Sections 

" 1 2 ~ 5 . l Smo~e De tector s 

• sec . lZ0 5 . l Th~ owner of a structur e class i fied as 

~r oup L ( res ioentia l) a nd Cr ouo H (ins t i tutional ) in 

acco,..~ance .,. i tn tne us e classificati on's in sec.; i ons 

zoz .s '3 n-:l .?OZ . 9 of tnese requlati on s shall install smoke 

detectors and comply witn tne Smoke ~etector Act of 

1978 .... 

A~E NC~ENT T~ ~EALTH CAKe FAC!L!T!:S ~EGUL AT IO~ 

Sec . 14. Sect ion ZO(c) . of Titl e v o f : hl? 11e a l:h Care 

~.1c ilit i es Kegulation , app roveo June 1'-• 1'1'74 {R egulation 

14 -l; ) . i s a~ended Oy accing tne following ne.,. p arag raon 

( .) i: 

.. ( 3) : ach owner of a nea l tn care facility s~all 

install smo~e oe tecto rs and comply witn : ne r equirement s 

for nursi~g nomes in :ne Smoke Det ector Ac: of 197 3." 

l<" ENO/o' ENT TD C~M!'IU~ITY RES!!JENC E FACI LITI ES L: CENSUR:: ACT OF 1977 

Sec. 15 . Section 14( Cll of tne Community ~es i denca 

" -!ci l , f.ic s Lic: risure •ct of 1977 (ti . c . Law 2-35) is a!'!lended 

to r eaa as f~llo~s : 
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.. ( 0} S~o~e Oe~ect io~ System 

" :acn c ommunity residenc e faci lity sr.all install 

s~oke jetectors and com~ly ~ itl'l tne reou i rements for 

res idential-custod ial ca re facilt i es in t ne Smoke 

EFFECi!VE OATc 

Sec . lb . Tni s act s~all take e ffect after tne thirty 

(JO) oay oerioo ~rovi oeo for Congressional rev•ew of acts o f 

tn e ~ounc ll of tne Dis trict of Col u moia ln section bOZ (c)(l) 

of tne Di strict of Colu~oia Self -~overnment ano Gove~nmenta l 

?.eor;ani zation ~ct (37 Stat. 8 14; o. c. Coc e . sec . l-

/ -' '-7 ( C )(l)) • 
I 

\ ._. 
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