
COUNCIL O~ THE DISTRICT OF COLL'MBIA 

NOTICE 

D. C. LAW 2-154 

"Prevent ion of the Administration of Lie Detection Procedures 
Act of 1978" 

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-

Gc•.rernment and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198, 

"the Act", the Council of the District of Cclumbia adcpted Bill 

No. 2-225, on first and second readings, November 28,1978 and 

December 12, 1978 respectively. Fellowing the signature of the Mayor 

on December 29, 1978, this legislation was assigned Act No . 2-320, 

published in the January 26, 1979, edition of t::e o.c . Register, 

{Vol. 25, ?age 6980) and transmitted to Congress on J~nuaty 19, 

:979 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section 602 (c)(l) 
• 

of the Act. 

~he Council cf the District of Columbia hereby gives no~ice 

t!:at the 30-day Cor.gressional Review Pe:-iod has e:-;>ired, and, 

therefore, c~tes the following legislation as D.C. Law 2-154, 

effec':.ive 11arch 6, 1979. • 

Dates Ccun':.ed Durina t~e 30-dav Cor.cressior.a! Review Period: 

.;anuacy 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30, 31 

i, 2, s, 6, 7, a, 9, 13, ,;.4, is, 16, 20, 21, 22, 

23, 26, 27, 28 

1, 2, J 



D.C. LAW 2:: 154 

·:' 'MAR 0 6 1979 
AN A.CT 

2-320 -------

;-,,_ ..,. ,in.: 
····- ........ ... "'· 

l~ THE COUNCI L OF THE OISTR1CT OF CJL UMSIA 

To prevent t,e administration of lie d etector tests to 
empl o ye es anj prospective emo loyee s of t ne District of 
:ol umo ia . 

3E IT EN ACTEJ SY TrlE CDU ~CIL OF f HE D IST~l CT OF ~OLU~e[~. 

Tna t t~is act may oe ci t ed as t ne "Pr e ve ntion of tne 

adTii n i str ation of Lie ~e tecti on Proceoures •ct of 1976• . 

Sec . z. A ~ u sed i n this ac t • t ne t e rm~ 

(a) "emoloy ee" means any natural oerson who performs 

any 1aoo r fo r comp~n sat lon . i n wnol e or in part in t ne 

District of Co1u~oia i but does not inl cude: 

Ill emoloyees of an y aut~o r l ty of t ne ~overnnent 

o f t,e Uni tej States o t h e r tnan the O i st ri~t o f Columo ia 

:iove r nnent ; 

(2 l emoloyees of any f ore ign gover nme nt; o r 

( 3 1 emoloyees of any 1,tarnatlonal o r g anization 

jefi ne j i n 22 u. s. c. 288 . 

(bl "emoloye r" means any one ~ho emoloys a ny natural 

oers on and wno doe s ousiness in th~ Jistri ct o f Col umO i a . 

but does not inc lu~e any agencv or autnority of the f e oeral 

:;ove rn nent . 
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(CJ "iiring proc edure• me ans any ~rocadure or action in 

the Di str ict of ~olumoia used to find. o r to select for 

employTient . 3ny oerson seeking enplovment . whether the 

J r ocedure is used by a prospective enployer -ith all par ~ons 

seeking employment . or is used only selectively - 1th sucn 

(d) "lie detector test• means a ny polygraoh . 1 ie 

oetector . or other test ~nicn any mecn 3nlcai. electrical. 

chemical. o r p,ysiological means atta~ots co oeter nine 

~hetner a oerson is telling the trutn• or tne trut, to t ne 

oe s t of tne oerson ' s knowledge. 

Sec . ) , (a) No employer or orospective emoloyer snail 

aoninister. ac:eot or use tne re sul t> of any I ie oetector 

test in connection witn t he emoloyme nc . appl ication or 

consioerati'on of an injividual , or h ove ao:ninister eO• inside 

t~e Ji strict of :olu~oia . any 1 ie detector test co any 

e~ploy~e. or . in or during any hiring orocedure. to any 

oer son wnose eTiployment . as c ont emJ lateo at the t ine of 

~a~in istration of tne test . •Oul ~ ta<e olace in ~nole or in 

)art in tne Jistrict of Colu~bia~ 

(bl Tne provisions of t nis se=tion s hdll not ~ooly to 

3ny criminal or internal dlsciJl inary in vest ig ations 

conducted oy the ~at ropo l itan Pol ice. the Fir e Oeoartmant 

?nd tne DeJartnent of ~orrections . 
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Sec . 't. (aJ Any adminstrati:in of a lie detector test to 

any em:iloy~e or oerson seeic:in9 e111ployment · ~ · 1 · • 1., YI O at1on Of 

section 3 of tn is act. shall be an unwarranted invasion of 

'rivacy in tne Oistri ct of Colu~~ia, and snall be 

co~pensaole oy damages for tortious injury . 

{b) NJ contract or arbitration decision snail contain 

any orovision In vi olation of sect ion 3 of this act . 

{cl Any enployer • who violates th·e ;:irovis ions of 

s ecti on 3 of tnis act• sna il be . guilty o f a ni sdemeanor and 

s ut>ject to a fine of ssoo. oo . or tni rty (30) days in j!li 1 or 

oo tn . upon conviction. 

( d) Any enoloyer ~no violates t he provisions of ~nis 

3Ct s~ all ~e civilly llaole to tne person ~none or sne 

r e ~uired to taKe a p olygraoh or si~ilar examina tion. and tne 

!l mou~t of danaqes sn!lll oe estdOlishea Dy tne court, plus 

r ~ as~naole a ttorney ' s fe e s . Remeo i es ava ilaole unoer 

s e :~ion 4(c) and (J) snail ce ~e emec al t ~r~ative or joi~t 

r elie f . and not sujject to wa i ver ~Y the e Kerclsa of tne 

:::>tner . 

Sec . 5. This act shall take effect pursuant to section 

~02(c)(l) of the Jistrict of Columoia Se lf-Government ano 

. . 
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