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":<ea: P:-operty Tax aate Act fo r ':'ax Year 1979" 

P:::-s uan t t o Section 412 cf the Di s t::ict of Colur.10.:.a Sel f -

Gover:lrr.ent and Governirental Reo rganization Act, ?. L. 93 - 198, 

"the Act", the Council of the District of Co l:.un:;ia ad opted Bil l 

No: 2- 36 9 , on first and secor.d readi:-:qs , Octobei:- 3, 1978 and 

Oc-::o::ier li, 2.978 respe c t ively. F'ollcwi ng ::he signature of t~e 

t·!aycr or. Nove"1:;e ?:" 9, l9i8, t'.~is legislatio:i ""3S a s s ign ed Act 

'.)lo . 2- 299, ?~li.shec in the De cem::i er 1, 1 97~, ec it.:on of the 

o. C. Reg iste l:', ('/ol . 25 page 5147) a r.d t ra n srr.itt ed to Congress 

on January 18 , 1979 f or a 30- c ay revi ew , in accorda nce with 

sac-::!on 602 ! c l (1) of "he Act. 

:'he :ol!n c il o f t:1e District of Co l;.:mbia t:e reby gives n o tic e 

t~a~ the 30- day Cons:-es s!onal Revi e w Fe r iod has eX?ired, and , 

the refore , cites ::he fol l owing legi s lacio n a s D.C . Law 2-138 , 

effect ive Ma = ch 3 , 1979. 

't-c~~~.L -~ 
AR..ti :-JG'l'O~~ IXCN 
Cha:raan c~ ti-.e Ccunc i...!. 

: a tes : ounted Du=ina t he 30- dav Concress ional Review ?eriod: 

Januacy :a r 1 9 r 2 2, 2 ) / 2 4 r :? 5 f 2 0 1 2 9 I 1 0 f 31 

:"eb c:ua =-! ..!. I 2 I 5, 6 , -;, a, 9 , 13, 14, 15, 16 , 2 0 , 2 2 t 

2:! , 25 , 2i , 28 
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A~ ACT 
2-299 

--------
! ~ THE COUNC I L OF TH£ DISTRrCT OF CJLUMBIA 

NOVEMBER 9, 1978 
--------

To e s t a Gl i sh t,e r e al oro perty tax rat e s for t a x year 1979 . 

3E I T E~ACTED BY THE CCU~CIL OF TH S 01STRICT OF COLU~BI A, 

That t h is act may b e ci teo a s tne " Rea l Property Tax Rate 

Act f a r Tax Ye ar 19 79 •. 

Sec . 2 . ~ar t n e ou r oose s o f t his act: 

(a) The term •conaom i nium• ~eans t h e Oknersh io of a 

si n g l e d~elling u n i t in a horizont al p ro~e rty reg ime . 

( o ) Th e t erm • c oope rat ive nousi , g as s ociat ion • means a n 

a sso c i at i on . whetne r i ncoroora cP.O or uni~cor pora t ed . 

o r~a n ize: fo r tne ourpo s e of o wni n ; ~n o o c erat i n q 

res icent oal r e a l croo•r ty in the Cis t rict of Co lumoia . tne 

snar~no lj~rs o r me~oe rs of ~n icn . oy r ea s on of t heir 

o wnership o f a s toc k or memc e rs n i p ce rt if i c a te • a 

o r oor iet a r y lease o r o cher evidence of membership , are 

en~ i t 1ed c o o c c uoy a c ~ellinq ~n i t j~ r suan t to the terms o f 

a jroo ri e t l ry l ~as e or o ccuoa ncy agr e e~ent . 

(c) :~e t a rn "o~ellin g unit " ne ~n s a n v roo • or grou o of 

r o o ms f o r~ ins a si n~le unit ~ r. i c~ is use d ~r i n tenced to ~ e 

u s ~o f o r tivi ~g . s lee p i ng , c ne p reoaration ano ~~ti ng of 
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'lea l s ana .. hic:i is located witni:i J b.Jil<Jing which i s -..,nol ly 

o r part i31 1 y usea o r int e nded to be usec f:ir 1 ivi ng and 

•leap i ng by human occuoan ts . 

(a) Tl'Je te r -n " hor i zontal ;:i r oper t y regime " sna 11 have 

(h e -neani:ig given t~at t e r m b y sec t ion 3 of t he Ho r i zonta l 

0 rop~r t y Ac t of t:le Di s trict o f Co l u~b ia (77 St a t . 45 1 ; ~ . c . 

~oae , sec . 5-903) . 

( e) Tne t er~ " non-trans ient" ~eans o c cupancy of a 

d·..-el l i:is unit or uni t s by a ny pe r s on(sJ f or a period of -:iore 

t~an f i ve (5J consecutive days auri :19 an y one ( l l stay in 

suc h unit(S} • 

(f) The te r 11 tt single family residen t ial ~ropert y tt means 

imp rov ec resicer.t ial real p rope rt y ~hicn is used 

e xclJs ivelv Fe r non- er~n sient re siae~tia l ~ur poses and whi ch 

contains not mo re tha n one (1) dwellin3 unit • ... net~e r as a 

ro ~• detached or se~ i -cetacned structu re er ... hie~ is a 

si n ; l e condomi nium uni t wi t nin a nori4Jn ta l p r Jpe r ty regime . 

(g l The tar~ "five- f a mily r esidenti al pr o?erty" means 

imo r oveo real or ope r ty which c ontain5 ~o re tnan on e (1) ~ut 

noc ~ore tnan fi ve (S) dwe lling units . i s useo exclus ively 

fo r non- tr~n$i ent ~ ... ell i ng pur~oses , a nd ~as . tn ro ugn its 

o"' ner. apDl ied f or ,a:ia oo t a i ne e the ce::uct ion o r ovi ded fo r 

in s ~~sect ion (bl of section 3 of t he ~esicential ~roperty 

fax ~el ief ~ct c f l 977 • effec tive Fe~ruar y la , iq7g (O . c . 
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If the owner was entitled but failed to file an 

acplication for s uch deduction . said o~ner s~all have si~ty 

(50j days fr om t ne effective date of t nis act to f i l e such 

ap::il icat icn . 

Sec. 3. fhe rate of t axation on t axao le real p r operty 

in t he District of ColJmOia for the tax year beginning July 

J , 1973 . and e nd ing June 30 . 1979 , i s he r eby fi x ed and 

e s.::.abl is.,ed as follows: 

(a) ~t :i ne aollar and fifty-four cents ( Sl . 54 ) oer eacn 

o ne ~una reo dollars {SlC0 . 00) of asse sse d v a lu~ f or single 

fam il y resiaentfal p ro?erty • five-fami l y r~siaen tial 

o ro~ert y and r eal prope rty o wned ~Y a cooperative hous ing 

a s soci 3tion and oo e r3teo for residential puroose s ; and 

( D) ~t one aollar and eigh::.v-tnree cen ts cs l . 331 ?er 

e acn o~e nundred aollars [S lOO. CO) of 1sses s2a value fo r a l l 

ot he r oroperty. 

Sec . 4 . la) Not~ ith s tand inq tne pro vis i o ns o f seccion 3 

o f t his ac~ . fo r ~ne tax ye ar co~menc in g J u ly l • l ~ 7S only , 

tax bills re l atin g to fiv e-family resi ~enti al orope rty s ha ll 

not reflect t~e one aoll a r and fifty-four c• n t s ( S l . 54 ) r ea l 

' r ooarcy ~ax r a t e orovi oed for in sa io section . Such t a x 

oi lls s nail De pa id in the ful l amount snown tnereon and a: 

the t i " e d ue . T~e a~ount of re3 l oroperty t~xe s ~ayatl e for 

f ive- f 3mlly resi a e nt ial ~ r ocert y at t he one dol lar ano 
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fifty-four cents (Sl . 54) tax rate snall be ceternined oy the 

~aye r at cne earliest practicaole ti me aft2r the tax is Jaic 

an~ shall oe r efunded to t nA owne rs ~f s n ~ J uc ~ roperty , s uch 

refuncs to ~e ~ade from current real prooerty tax revenues . 

(b ) The ~ayor is hereby autnorized to promulaate such 

rul e s an d re gulat i ons as are nec essar y to ca rry ou t the 

' urposes of tr.is secti on . 

Sec . s. T~e f irst s2ntenc 2 of section 411 of th e 

;i st ri=t of Co lumoia R0a l Prooertv rax Revision ~ct of 1~74 . 

ao o r <Jv<ad Sep te·n:ier 3 . 1974 (118 Sc.at . ~ OSZ ; o. c. Cece , sec . 

:.7 - o 31 ) is a me nded to r ead as foll-:>ws: 

"~o tw itnstanding t he provisions of section 47 -501 

of tne o.c. : ooe. t he r e is he r ecy le vi ed for each fi scal 

1e dr a tax on che real o rooerty in the Di strict o f 

Columbia a t a ra te o r r aces jecer mi ned a ccor o inq . to tne 

p r ov isions of tnis cnaoter : PROVI~ED HCHEVE~ . Tnat in 

no event shall tne hi~~~st rate o f tax appli ed t o any o f 

t~e cl as se s of real orooerty est ao1isheo pursuant ~o 

sec t ion 47-632a(O) of t he ] . C. Code exceea . b y more than 

t ·~enty per cen tum (20%) , the lowest ra te of ta>< apol i ed 

to a ny of such class es of pr opercy . '' • 

Se~ . ~ . T~is act s~all ta~e effect in acco rdance wic.n 

c he pr ov i si ons of sect ion bOZ( c ){ l) of the ~i strict of 
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~olJ~cia Self-Govern~ent and ~overnm2ntal aeorganization 
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