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COv"'NCIL OF T'.OE DISTRICT OF COL!J"'!BIA 

NOT~CE 

D.C. La.wZ-ll2 

"Medical Recor ds Act of 1978" 

Pu:rsuant to Section 412 of the Dis trict of Colu.m.bia Self-

Gove=er..t a::id Cover=ental Reorganization Ac±, P. L. 93 - 198, "tb.e Act" 

tb.e Council o.f the District of Coiwnbia adopted Bill )fo, 2-233, on ::irst, 

amended first, and second readings :May 30, 1978, June 13, 1978, a:.o.d 

June 27, 1978, =espect!vely. Following e..~iration 0£ the ten-day period 

provided the Mayor, which no action was ::aken, pui-suant co Section 404(e ) 

of the Act, t.'lis legislation was assiped Act No. 2-Z36, ;iubl.ished in the 

August ll, 1978, edition oi ~e D. C . Register and cra.nsmit:e d to both Eouaes 

of Congres s fo r a 30-day review, in accordance mt.'1 Section 602 (c )(l l 

oi the Act. 

The Co uncil oi the District of Col=bia hereby gives notice 

that the 30-day Congressional review period has expired and, tb.e:-efore . 
. ~ '. 

cites the following legislation aa D. C . -'-aw 2-112: eifec-'ve September 

i . 
/ '\( fl'· ~) / 

/ ~ .. , 
./ ·-' } 

STER' 'NG UCX!:ll. 
Chai=rnan o die C<:>uncil 

29, 1978 . 

{Vol. 25, No. 6, D. C. Register, 1471, August ll, 1973) 
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o . c . Law 

f N THE :OJNC£L JF THE 0!5fR!CT OF CJLU~BI ~ 

To pro~oce and f3cilitace meaical stuaies. res earch• 
education and the perfor~ance of ool igations of medical 
review committees in tne District of Columo la conc~rn ing 
11eaical records• infor~at ion ana oata. 

3E rr EN~CTE:J 3Y r .--ie C:Jv'IC!L CF TnE ·:lIST~t:r OF :CLU~au • • 

That t his act ~ay oe citao as the ·~ecica l Recoras ~ct of 

1'178" . 

Sec . 2 . Fo r the ourcoses of this act: 

( a ) r~e t er~ "extenoea care fac il itt " means a 

r es iae n t ial facili t y p r oviaing 11edic3 l serv ice s consistent 

• l tn accepteo professional , therapeu~ic and ~eaical care 

conceots and practices as well as current health programs 

ano t egi s I at ion . The term shall in cluae anc refe r to the 

fo l lowing leve ls o f care: 

(l) s '< i llea ~are facilities • t hat is , facili t i es 

or distinct carts thereof orimarily engaged in p roviaing to 

in-patients continuous p ro fessi o nal nursing cov~raqe and 

~e~lcn rel 1ted s~rvices un~er tne jir ec~ suoerv;s:~n of 

)hysi c i ans . 

'rQF•s& ional nu r sin g s~rv ices ana d co~~lete p r o; r am of 

.. 1: 
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he3 1th re l dted and rehab ilitat i ve servi c es uncer tne d irect 

supervisicn of a full -t i::ie l'ed lc31 Oi r2ctor or pr incio .31 

Jny s i cians ; 31iG 

(2) intermediate nu r sing care f ac i lities . tha t is. 

fa c ilities o r cistinct pa rts thereof p r imarily e nsaged i n 

o rov ic 1ng pro fess ional nursing servi ces pro v i cec under t he 

cirect 1on of a pnysician to ind ividua ls ~no ~o not have sue~ 

an illness. a i sease • in j ur y o r o i:ner con a it io n a ~ to r equi ~e 

t~e ceg ree o f car e and treatment ~n lcn a nos pital o r s Ki ll ea 

'lu rs i rq f ac ili t y is des i:;ned t::> o r ov ld e •• Se r v ices i nc luue 

oo cn ~es u l ~rand con t inu ous nealc~ r el ated s~ rvi ces . 

( ~ ) The term • meaical staf f cam~ittee" neans a pe e r 

rev iew committee o f a nospi cal o r exte nced c are facil i t y . 

(CJ The ce r~ • me a i ca l u t il i zac i ::> n rev 1 e~ comm itte~" 

~ean s any commi t cae of a ~ospical or axcen ~ed car e faci l ity 

~hich rev i e ws , on a samol e or o t her oas i s . adm i s s ions t o 

sue~ hospita l or f acil i ty , the durat ion of s tays tnerein a n c 

tne o ro fes sional serv ices f u r n i shec : ( l) wi t n re spec t t o c r.e 

medical necessi ~y of the serv i c es: a nd (?) f o r the puro~ se 

of o r omotinq the most e ff i c i ent use o f cne 5e r v 1ces ana 

f ac.i l i ~ies ;ivai laole in cne nos oii:a l or ex tended ca re 

f ac. i 1 i :C y . 
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association composed of persons en~ageo in cne practice of 

ne~1c1ne or ostc,ology in :ne Distr1c : of ColJmbia -n•c~ 

revie~ s 'r receives anj hedrs co~olaints ~itn respuct co tne 

ou~l ity of meaica l or as ycnological services furnisne~ DY a 

pe rson engiyea in t ne ~r~ccice of ~edicine o r os ycho lo~y on 

the ~i;:ric~ o f Columo ia . 

(eJ The t e rm •pri~ary heal t h recor a" means the recor d 

of conc11ui1g care kep t oy a onyslci3n . osyc1olo~ist . 

ios pit.-il or ex t enaeo car e facility r.<?g.:i r ~in4 a pat ient ·~n1cn 

reflects t he diagnostic and theraoeu t i c 5arvices r eno ere~ by 

t ne 'hfsician . psychologist. hospital or extenoeo care 

Fae i l i :y to the pclt i ent . 

(fl ihe cer-:i "t issue review cor.imi tt~~ ne ans dny 

commi tte!I of a hospi ~al o r ex ten ded ca r e f ac i 1 i t y .. nicn 

concucts ~con ti nuous rev ie- of i:.ne re sul ts of surgical 

ooa rat ions 4 i tn resoecc to the removal of tis sue or olooo 

from 'at ien ts in the hospital or extenoeo care f3c1l ity . 

Sec . 3 . Ca l Any person in t ne :i str ict of Columoi3 nay 

tr3nsmit • uoon recues t ana . if racuired oy tne provisions of 

~ .c . Coae . sac . l4-3C7 , with the consen t of tne oatoent . to 

3ny ~ec1c3I util•z~t1on rav;e~ commit~ ae . ~~er r~v ie~ 

.:ommiti:e~ . :.issue r irvie·,. c-:>mm i7.:-:C?e C•40 .:!ea;c.al st..-:lff 

c~~mi t~~~ ' ~oq ra:1 ng 'o t,e O•i t~ i: t of ~ol~ .~01d • ln1 

reoort • "Ote , r ecor o o r ot~er aat a or oche r in form,)t1cn 
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wn ic n sucn oe r son ~roper ly nas in n is ~os s~ s s i on rel a t ing to 

che medi cal o r psyc no l og ical s e r v i ces ~ r o v iaed co an y 

oers on . 

( b} No person wno orovides any reoort, note . record or 

other ~ata or infor~3t i on pur suan t t o s uus ec ci or. ( 3 ) of t ni s 

sec t ion s ha ll oe l iab l e to any oth~ r pers on fo r aa mages or 

~qu i table rel ie f by re :ison of hi s o rovidin 9 sucn r epo r t . 

1o te . r ~co ro or o t her aata or in f o rmat ion unl es s t ne 

inf orma t i on pr ovided wa s f alse ana the person orov ici n ~ such 

in f o r~1 tion (new. or had r eason to oeli ewe . : ha t t he 

i r. fo r m1t ion ~as f a l s a . 

Sec . 4 . No ~•~ber of 3 medi ca l utili Z3 t ion r9v i e~ 

comm i t ~ee, a pee r rev ieft commi ttee . a ne~ i cal s : af f 

c ommit tee or a t i ssue r e wi aft c omm i cc~e. ooer a cinq in :n~ 

J i s trict of Co l u mbia . s ha l I oe li aole to any o~ner pe r son 

fo r oa mages o r e~ui caole rel i e f oy rea son of any ac t ion 

taKen or r ecommendat ion maoe by t na ~emoer or ov cne 

comm i ~~ee to wn icn the ~ember bel ongs• if the • ct ion t 1~ an 

~as ~ itn in t he s c ope of t he funct ions of t ne c ommittee anc 

if t he c ommittee me moer acced in tne reasonaole ~e lie f tna c 

h i s • c c i on ~a s warrante d Cy t he f acts known :o ~ i~ a' t~ r 

re t sonaa Je ~ffor t ~o ~0~3 i n &h~ f~c : s ~~ c1e m4 c:~ r ~ 

Sec . 5 . Ari l w·.;!) ~tC~ t. 1:.>n :J 't ir,y .~ e :1 i C dl 1;tii t l3 t.• 0'~ 

re v iq ~ com~ itt9 e • oee r r ev ie~ c~mm itte~. ~~c i c J l s~ afF 

> 
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co~mitcee or tissue review com~ict ee snall ~ee? confioential 

t he 1oe nt 1ty of ~ny oat i ent who se conci t ion . car~ o r 

t re atwent 4as a part thereo f . 

Sec . 6 . l a ) Absent a showing of e xc raoroonary 

"acessity, t~e minutes . ana lyses . preliminary ana final 

fincings ano reports of a meoical utiliza~ion revi ew 

commit tee . peer review comm i ttee. ::1e1 ic a l s t .:; f f comm i tce~ o r 

t iss ue r e v iew comm ittee sh ~ ll not oe s~b ; ect t3 uiscovery or 

admi ssible into e v i cence i n any c i v i l o r admini st rat i ve 

proceeding . This oualif i ea privilege c~es n~t exten ~ to 

suomittea :o or oresentea before a med ical u t ili zat ion 

review committee. oeer rev iew co~m itte e, med ic~l staff 

commi cte e o r tissue rev i ew com~i t~ ~e . 

(~) Tnfs secti on snall not affec t the ri~nt of any 

indi vidua l e mployed by or fo rmerly 2mo1oyed o v . work in3 for 

or fo r merly •Orki nq fo r or assoc i atea ~ i tn or formerly 

associat ed with a hospital o r excenoed car e facil icy 

aoerac ing ~ i :nin tne Oistrict of Cal u moia . a ~rofess i ona l 

Tiedical s ociety or psychol ogi cal associat ion ooerat 1ng 

.; it:ii n tne Dis:rict of Col umoi.,i , a meai cd l sc:ioo l qnga ·..ie1 in 

; 

! 
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agency of tne Dis t rict of Columbia gov ernm~n t t o admit into 

evicenc e or suoject to discovery tne ~inutes ana reoorts of 

~ nej ical util i zat ion revie1< con:mittae , ;>2er rev iew 

commi t tee , medical staff committee or t issue review 

committee For the I imitea puroos e of aajudiCdting the 

~ppropr ia teness of an ad ve rse 3ction affecting ·tne 

employ~ent • worl< or association or the termination of 

e~pl oy~e r. t • ~ark or association of such oerson bv sucn 

l nsci ccicion . 

Sec . 7. This act sh..:ill ca1<e effect i.aHs...iant !:O sec;: ion 

~OZ!cl(ll '.>f the Oisr.rict .;,f Co<umoi a Self-C.;,ve rnn:ent. .ln a 

Governmenta l Reorganiz a t ion 4Ct · 
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Ooc..'<e t ;.c,,, Bill 2 -2 33 

Mav 30 , 1978 

Adopted ucacimously (Zabs ) Ba rry, Spauldi:::ig 
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S..C::-•Cl..-r :c =· ~.c:il 

June 27, 1978 

t""ll ·rota w::r!:.: Adopted CJnaDim0\!.3lv (Zabs ) Bar'I""/', DL"<on 
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Oocli:at No: Bill 2 - 233 

JUtt l J. ms 

I hVte.by ce,t~6Y ,tha.:t Cou.nc..ll 31.Ll 2-33 3 W¢4 p~~en~ed .to .the 
Ma.yo ~ ai) .::he O.W.t:i..i.c..t oS Coli.z.:nbi.a. an Ju.ne 30, 197t a.nd .tha..t: 
.the. Ma yo .t rLe.U:he,T. c:.;op~ov e.d 1t01t d..Wa.pp1toved .th e. !i.i.1..L w.U:h.ln .the. 
t en da.y ;;e-t .i.od .speci.6.i.eC: ht Se.c.-ti.on 404 [ e l o 0 .the '?.W.c,t.:'.c..t o ~ 
CJ.l.u.:nb-i.a Se.L6-Go vvu1men.t a.nd Gcvq,,;i.11me.n.t..Ll Re.o.tgan-i.:a.li..o rt Ac.<: , 
?u.bt-::c La.w 93-19~ oi) Oe.~unoe.A. 24 , 1913. 

<:-~~~~ 
€ x e c. u..t.l •; e. S e c.Jt. UCL. t if 
9.W.t.t.lc..t ol Co.l.!Lmbi.a. 

LJ R..eaeaa•.<:::.• .. nu:• ~:H<i 

AUG l ;m 
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