
COUNCJL or !Hi: DISTRICT or COLUMBJA 

NOTICE 

May 11, 1977 

D.C . Law 1-129 

-
"Act to Preserve the Habit!lbility of Rental Units 
Subject to Notice to Vacate" . 

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia SeU-

Government and Governmental Reoganlz.atlon Act, (PL 93-198) the Act, 

the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill No. 1-3 60 on iirst 

and second readings October 12, 1976 and November 23, 1976, respectively . 

Following expiration of the ten-day period provided the Mayor, in which 

co action was t;ken, pursuent to Section 404 (e) of the Act, this leg lslation 

was assigned Act No. 1-223, published in the Februarf ll, 1977. edition of 

the D . C . Recister and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for a 30-

day review, in accordance with Section 602 (c){l) of the Act . 

The Council of the Distric t cf Columbia hereby gives notice 

that the 30-day Congressional review period has expired and, the refore , 

the C ouncil 

{Vol. 23, D.C. Re~ister, ~952, ?'ebruer111, 1977) 
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D.C . LAI~ 

1-129 

IN THE COONCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

APril 23 , 1977 

To protect the habitability of r ental units subject to 
notices to vacate, and fo r other purposes . 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLU~!A , 

That this act may be citec as the "Act to Preserve the 

Ha!)ita,hility of Rental Uni ts subject to Notices to Vacate•· . 

Sec . 2 . Notwithstanding any other provision of law 

except sections 3 a nd 4 of this act, no perso n shall, during 

the per iod of time aft er the giving of a notice to vacate 

any rental unit (as defined by the District of Columbia 

Rental Accommoda tions act of 1975) and before the actual 

vacation o f such unit, cause any alte.ra ti.on to the 

structure, plumbing apparatus, or e lectrical apparatus of 

the housing accommodation (as defined by the District of 

Columbi a Rental Accommod.a.tions aot of 1975) i n which such 

unit is · located, the .result of which alteration is to cause 

· such·:rental uni't to co;ne to be i n subs tantial violation (or , 

~f already in subs tantial violation, to be in greater 
\ 

violation) of the Housing Regulations of the District of 

Col umbia fo r a period of time in excess o f twent y - fo ur (24) 
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hours ; PROVIDED ~hat, it shall not be a defense to a n 

allegation of a violation of thi~ section tha t the notice to 

vacate was invalid. 

Sec. 3. Secti on 2 of t his act shall not apply to any 

person performin9 any· a l terati on upon any housing 

accommoda tion if the tenant s of unvac ate<l rental units, 

which are the subject of notices t o vacate a."'l<l which can 

reasonably be expected t o be caused by the a l ter ation to 

come to !)e i."l substantial violation (or, if alrear'ly in 

substantial viol a tion, to be in greate= violation) of t he 

HousL'1g negulations of the Distr ict of Co l u:nbia fo r a pe_""'.iod 

of time in e.'<:cess of twenty- f our (24) hour s , agree in 

writi.,g to the al t era tion after receiving w=itte.'1 notice of 

the alterat ion and its eff~ct upon the habitability of t he 

af! ect ed unit s . 

Seo. 4. ':'he !·layo::- of the nistrict of Colu."ll~ia , or his 

designee , raay grant an exem;:>t ion f r om t he p:::-ovisions of 

section 2 of this act in t he event he, or his designee, 

inspects a housing accor.nodat ion wherein there are u..,vacated 

U"nits subject to a noti ce to vacate a:ld fi."ldS t hat a 

.proposed alteration , while it may cause such a re:-.-tal unit 

to co~e to be in substantial violation (or, i= already in 

substa:ltial violati on , to be i:l greater violation) of t he 
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Housing '.legulatic;ms of the District of Colu.'llhia for a period 

of t ime i:i excess of twenty- four (2i\) hours , is 

neverthel ess, necessar~,-~or the ir.unediate safety of the 

habitants of the accom:nodation . 

Sec . 5 , Any person viola ti.,g section 2 of this act 

shall be imprisonec !or not more than 10 days, fined not 

~.ore than ~300, or bot~ . 

Sec . 6. Th is act shall take e:fect pursuant to sect io~ 

602 (c) of the District of Colu.~bia Self- Government and 

Gover:'lmen tal Reorganization Ac t . 
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Considered in Council ·Oc!ober IZ, 197~- .. -· 
First Vote October 12, 1976 

. ·: . 
RECORD . OF COUNCIL VOTE. 

COUNCIL M(MtlER • ATC ••Y ,.. ...... A.B. COUNCIL MCiW8Cfil ... NAY N.V. r A..8. 1 COUHC:U .. MEMe£ff AYC ..,. H.Y. A. .8. 

!'>.'Cf.ER .. x I DIXON Ix I SPA lIT.D DIC x 
}>'.JORE, D. x H.!,.RDY x IULSON 

. 
x 

3.'..RRY x HOBSON x I WI..\"!!R x -
CL;.?.KE: x ~100RE, J. l x I 
COATES x SnACKi.ETON I x 

Y..:_tnc!icateJ V.ote A.. B-Ahsc-n.l N ... V-Not Voting 

vr;;· . , : -..;... ,,.,.. . , . , 
,. . .o. 1 t l '· I .i ,, ,. , .....--

' . ·-'~v . •. '· · '-' '-'-'-~~ 

(Seeretary of the Council) 
Final Vote in Council November 22, 1976 

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE'. 

<::~VNC:U. M?;,t.U!I~~ J •'ft t ~•T I ,...v. I .Le. ~! c:ouNc1L- ~tMaCA ; A'rC ·-N AY H , \/ , .a...a. ! COUNCIL. MtM I C:R ~ • YE. f :rtAY I s.v. ~ · ·· ·l 
TUC:<ER i X i· 1 I II D!..'\CN I x i S?AUI.D!!{G i x I I I i I 

}00RE ; D. ! x I I !I HARDY ·-' x .. I W!l.SON I x I I I 
B..\RRY ix I l \I HOBSON I xi WL"l"'TER I x I I 
Cl-Aft.~ Ix I I U ?-!OORE' J. T Ix 11 I I i ' CC.:\~S I i I I x II SRACl:LCTON 

I 
! x I I l I I 

X-ta.c!.iattt Vote A. B.--A.b1e:u N. ..., .. -'Sg.i Vot:n9 

.L-£~).u..tf- {1 U.1 ,_;~0..-.;c.-
!S=tarv of lhe Council) 

JAN S fE7 
Presented to the Mayor------

(Se=tary of :he Council) 
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